Physics with Mr. Phillips
Michael.Phillips@ahschools.us
763-506-6842
The Course


Physics is the study of the physical world.  For the most part, we will be studying motion. Specifically, we will study one- and two-dimensional motion, forces, energy, waves, sound, and light. We will do many demonstrations and activities to explain these concepts, but a large part of physics is explained through math. You will need to recall past mathematics lessons and practice at home (i.e. do homework). We will also practice together in class; it will be easier if you tried on your own first.  I am often here after school to offer help, but I expect you to try on your own before coming for help. 
Class Materials


You should bring the following with you to class every day:

· A pen or pencil

· A notebook and folder or binder with paper
· A scientific or graphing calculator

· Any assignments we have been working on

Grading Policy


Your grade will be calculated using the following breakdown:



Tests and quizzes ----------------------------------------- 70%



Labs -------------------------------------------------------- 15%

Homework ------------------------------------------------  5%



Final Exam ------------------------------------------------ 10%

  Grades are weighted according to these categories when entered into the grade book. Your final grade is determined using the following percentages.  
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· Anything below 60% is failing.

· Grades will be updated at least every two weeks and posted to AH Connect.
Homework

Plan on homework almost every night!

Homework will be assigned on a regular basis throughout each unit.  Homework assignments are for your benefit to prepare you for your tests.  It will be your responsibility to make sure you can do the homework problems that are assigned prior to the test.  Collaborating with classmates is encouraged, but you’re ultimately responsible for knowing how to do the work, not just how to copy it from a friend.  We will often go over homework problems as a class.  Use this time wisely to ask questions about problems you’re unsure how to solve.
· Copies of all assignments are available in class and on Google Classroom shortly after being assigned 
· Late work will be accepted for partial credit, given based on the lateness. 
Tests and Quizzes

There will be three or four tests per trimester, typically one at the end of each unit. The date of each test will be given in advance.  There will also be a final exam at the end of each trimester
· You are expected to take the test/quiz on test day regardless of prior absences. 

· If you must miss the test day, you need to talk to me as soon as you return to set up a time to make up the test. Tests will typically be made up in the Testing Center before or after school or during advisement.
· If you do not pass a test, you will be given an opportunity to retake it only after completing remediation on learning targets that your struggled with
· Tests are expected to be a reflection of your own work. With that in mind, behavior that constitutes academic dishonesty will result in a score of zero for a test and a loss of the opportunity to retake.
Labs


The physics labs directly verify the principles we learn in class.  Lab work will generally be completed in class.  You are responsible for all labs; an absence is not an excuse!  

· If you are absent you must complete the lab on your own before or after school
· If you are not participating with your group (doing other work, talking, hall) you must complete the lab on your own
If you are acting in an irresponsible manner that may ruin equipment or distracts other students I will remove you from lab and you will receive no credit and be unable to re-do the lab.  

Grade Reports


You will be able to check your grade at any time on AHConnect.  The grades are updated at least every two weeks.  It is your responsibility to notify me if you believe there are any errors.  
Hall Passes/Late for class/Truancy

If you are not in class you are not learning.  For this reason, hall passes will be kept to a minimum.  Be sure to come to class prepared; use your passing time wisely.  Restroom passes during class will only be given at appropriate times (e.g. individual work time). You must have your pass card to use a pass.

Likewise, tardiness disrupts class and limits your opportunities for learning.  If you are not in class when the bell rings, you will need to get an admit slip from the nearest station (bottom of the A-wing stairs). Repeated tardies will result in consequences through your house office.

If you truant a class, you may not make up the work, labs or tests missed that day.  
Cheating


Don’t do it.  Stealing answers from any source for any purpose is not acceptable! If you are caught cheating you will not get credit for that assignment, lab, quiz, or test and your parents, counselor, assistant principal, and the NHS will be notified.
CELL PHONES and other electronic devices 
To help ensure a learning environment free of distractions, cell phone use during this class will be limited. To achieve this goal, students will be expected to turn in their phones to the phone holder at the front of the room at the start of each class and leave it there for the remainder of the class period unless specifically instructed otherwise. If you do not have a phone, please let Mr. Phillips know. Violations of the phone use policy will result in contact with home and possible consequences through your house office.

Any use of cell phone or other electronic devices (besides calculators) during tests or quizzes will result in zero for a grade and loss of the opportunity to retake.
I have read and understand the requirements.      
__________________________________________
Please sign and return for credit


Student
Due on unit 1 test day







__________________________________________







Parent/Guardian
Please visit AHConnect and update your email address so you can receive emails.

